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Ota Municipal High School
My ROOts ALT(Assistant Language Teacher)

English Translator for Ota International Association

Nikolas Donley

I was born on the island of paradise, Honolulu, Hawadai,
where my father was stationed at the fime. Unfortunately,
| don't remember much since we moved several years
after | was born. My mother is Japanese and father
American, making me a Japanese-American, or better
known as "hafu" in Japan. | am the oldest of three: |
have a younger sister and brother. | was fortunate
enough to be raised in a family where both languages
were spoken daily, making me fluent in both dialects.
In addition, | have many memories of visiting my uncle
and grandmother in Koga, Japan, (my mother's birthplace)
as a kid.

Due to my father's occupation in the United States
Navy, | frequently moved throughout my childhood.
I've lived in Florida, Virginia, Japan, and | would eventually
retum to Hawail after graduating high school for college.
Without much thought, | decided to study and deepen
my understanding of the Japanese language, an
important decision that would lead me to the love
of my lifel After graduating college in 2013, | moved
back to Virginia and worked there briefly before retuming
to Hawaii in 2014. In September 2015, | got married
in Florence, Oregon, a place my wife used to spend
fime with her family during the summers. In April 2016,
| started work as a CIR here in Ota, which mostly involves
English translations for Ota International Association,
and as an ALT at Ota Municipal High School.

| am exiremely happy and grateful to be able to live
in Japan and have the opportunity to work for such
a wonderful city! | hope my English skills and experience
in both cultures can help the community and students
of Otal
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