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We Aren't so Different You and |
MNathan Barbe

| rememiber the moment | decided o leam Joponess,
It was my junior yaar of high school and | was siting
im front of the computer at my desk in the lotter of
two back to bock lechnological ars classes, c++, a
computer programming cowse, and architactural
drasding. At the firne, | was fronsfeed by the dtual of
creation and the cathartic affect of debugging-not
to menfion dreams of finoncial grondeur-and | thought
far sura thal | would one day Become ailher a gare
progromnmen or an architect, But the closses themsehves
weare lass than engaging and lacked both the
infellactual challenge and wark load fo keap me
disiracted from the bondless resource of enferfainment
af rmy fingeartics. Fwas this lock of ocodemic responstility,
coupled with readily ovollable intermet occess and
rry gronwing disinterast in flash games, which led me
to spend my free time on o morg ocodemic purswi,
bEarming JOporese,

"But wity leam Japanasa?’ Wall | suppose, like any
other declsion, It was based on percepfions. | hod
ahwarys bald a wam affection towards biingual people
ond the concept of bilingualism: | convinced myself
thcat it vy o] Pricarkes in Latin | was faidy adept at
leaming longuages; and | was under the mpression
that non-romantic longuages offered the greatest
challenga for Westermears. For a briaf period of fime
there was o foss-up between which Asian longuoge
to choose: Japanasa or Chinesa, but in the and the
oppeqal of samural, polifeness, and bushido held sway
against the image of kung-fu and Confucian ideals
of dacorum, | guass you could say my decision fo
leom Joponese, mojor in Joponese during college,
and ulfimately come work here in Jopan cama doen
fo military and philosophical history, the reflections
and images Japan has created in the West, and
parhops most of all the oppeal of something differant;
something culside the norm of Honover, Pennsyhanic
where we are known mainky for our production of
snack foods.

5o what surprisad me the most upon coming here?
It was that Jopan and the Jopanese are not as
different as ofginally perceived. There are cerfainly
areas that differ in respect fo my home town, but
basically these differences are equivalent o the
varying sanse of fashion among two people: in tha
end it's the saome animal wearing o different suit,

Don't get e wrong, thene have Beean times arguing
with eldary frosh painols obout the opoacity of fronslucent
tfrash bags that I've been utterly shunned by the
strangenass of thair fashion, but Japan has yat fo
presant itself os the Mortlon londscape one might
expect. In the end, "We aran't 50 different you and [".
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