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Living in Many Countries

Nishi Junior High School and Ota Elementary School ALT (Assistant Language Teacher)

Robert Martinez

Hello everyone! My name is Robert Martinez. | have been an ALT in Japan for
eight years now. | began teaching English in Fukushima in a small town called
Ono. My coworkers and | were welcomed by everyone with kindness and an
appreciation for coming to Fukushima after the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake.
Although my time in Fukushima was short, my experiences and the people | met
will always stay with me. After my position in Fukushima, | came to Gunma. | had
the great privilege and honor to be a part of the start of Ota City Municipal Junior
High School. For the next seven years, | enjoyed watching my students grow from
junior high school students to becoming adults. | also had the great pleasure of
teaching alongside many great teachers. My style of teaching truly developed over
the course of working with so many different styles of teaching English. | feel
since | was the first ALT at this school, | was given freedom to explore my role
inside the classroom. Today | constantly think about how can | have the biggest
impact on students and help them to really enjoy learning a second language.

While growing up in Germany, | went to an international school from 7th grade
to 11th grade. At the International School of Dusseldorf, classes are taught in
English from 1st grade to 12th grade but everyone must also study German. Many
of us would study another language like French, Spanish, or Japanese as well. In
high school | was studying English, German, and Spanish. In Germany, my
grandparents, aunts and uncles, and other relatives spoke little to no English, so |
had to speak German to them. Since | had to use German, it helped a lot to
remember it and | am still able to speak’it today. | studied Japanese at an
American university as well, though only for two years. | couldn't speak it very
well. After coming to Japan, my Japanese improved through hearing it being used
in a natural environment. | think hearing a language used naturally and trying to
use it with a native speaker is very important. In America, students in high school
usually take Spanish or French. But depending on the school, students can take
other languages as well. For example, Chinese and Japanese have become
popular in recent years. | think learning a second language has several
advantages.

Speaking another language opens up many opportunities for travel but also for
careers and relationships, both for friendship and romance. As you learn about a
language and (more importantly) leam to use a language, you begin to learn about
its culture as well. English is interesting since the United States encompasses a
large area. There are many places in America that have different cultures even
though everyone speaks the same language. In Europe, many countries study
English though | feel if you go to a different country you should try to speak their
language, even if you can only say “Hello" and “Thank you'". It helps in making
those around you more comfortable, which can lead to making a friend, and it
makes getting around a lot easier. Meeting new people, exploring interesting
careers, and of course living in many different beautiful and fun locations, these are
just some of the benefits of leaming a second language. When you study a second
language find a fun or important reason to keep studying it. And of course try to
use it every day. English, Spanish, Portuguese, German; there are so many
languages in the world. So go out and try a few and enjoy!
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My 8th grade school trip to P o
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