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Ota City School Experience

ALT for Kyuhaku Junior High and Elementary Schools
Naomi Nakashita

| have been working as an Assistant Language Teacher
(ALT) in Ota for the past five years, and over that time, |
didn’ t have anything else but admiration of the system that
has been developed to assure the young students of the
best education.

| was born in the poor area of northern Philippines. So poor
that | had not owned a pair of shoes during my years as an
elementary student. We had to walk for kilometers to go to
school on a pair of slippers. We didn’t have lunch, so we
either pack a lunch box or go home and be back again.
The schools there were very ill equipped. No libraries, no
electricity, and sometimes we didn’ t even have chalks.
We had to share a textbook to everyone, so had to copy
the contents so we can have the lessons. It was the norm.
In Ota, the students have everything they need for school.
From books, to sports facilities, air—conditioners, audio—
visual equipment and everything they need to study. Even
the poor students are supported by the government. If |
would tell the children back where | came from, it will be
surely be incredible for them.

With my experience here in Ota, | decided to start a charity
project called, “The Shoes for the Barefoot Child Project”.
| use my musical abilities to do charity concerts with other
artists and the proceeds are used to buy shoes for very
poor students in the rural areas of the Philippines. This
year we will be doing it again and | hope to raise enough
money to buy 500 pairs of shoes and some school supplies
for the poor children.
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Elementary school students P
in the rural Philippines
who received new shoes
from our charity project.
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